LETTER TO  COURT

employment of so much copper, as the original plan of coining the copper
from the mines of this country was set aside, and none but Europe copper
admitted, besides reserving the quantity of specie that was annually
exported to the Maldives for cowries to these provinces.

70. The indemnity claimed by Mr. Frinsep amounted to so large a
sum that however inclined we might be to reward his merit we did not
deem ourselves authorized to comply with his demands, and upon declar-
ing a resolution of ultimately trying his claims in Chancery we resolved to
take the advice of our Advocate General, and being furnished with his
opinion we again demanded the surrender of the grant 8cca., 8cca., but
Mr. Prinsep representing in the strongest terms the ruin that would
inevitably be his fate without some compensation for merely the losses
which he sustained, estimating them, by accounts delivered in upon honor
which he offered to vouch by the most solemn affidavit, at current rupees
1*65,389-13-6, and praying at the same time that he might be allowed to
prove them before any persons we would appoint to arbitrate his demands,
we considered this proposal so fair and equitable that upon his agreeing
to restrict the amount to the above sum we consented to refer them to
the decision of Messrs. Croftes, Alexander and Paxton, as men of judgment
and abilities equal to the task, and characters superior to the power ol
influence or partiality.

71. This matter has in consequence been referred to these gentlemen
whose award is to be delivered in on the gist of this month, and shall be
notified to you by the first ship that sails after that period.

72.    In our proceedings of SQth May 1783 you will observe the diffi-
culties to which we are reduced in endeavouring wholly to comply with
your orders to remove all persons from civil employment who did not
absolutely belong to our establishment.    Among several instances of this
nature the case of Mr. Motte occurs.   He had succeeded the late Mr. Play-
dell in the office of Superintendent of the Police, which having been
regularly established by a bye law it was deemed impracticable legally
to remove him unless some act of delinquency were proved against him.
73.    Mr. Sherburn, one of your oldest civil servants, had long acted
in the capacity of Deputy, but? there being no immediate prospect of his
succession, the emoluments of the inferior office being infinitely inadequate
to the duties, and above all his great length of service leading him into a
belief that some degree of stigma would be incurred were he still to con-
tinue under a man who not being in the list of your servants was conse-
quently deemed his inferior, he accordingly resigned on 15th July.
74.    Many days having elapsed after his resignation and no applica-
tions having been made by any of your servants to succeed him we were
induced to believe that the objections which had been stated by Mr. Sher-
burn had equal weight with all your servants.   And as the necessary
duties of the office could not be carried on without the early appointment
of a successor we judged it incumbent upon us to make choice of one of